
Justice takes 
time. But with your 
help, it will come.
Your guide to leaving a gift  
in your Will for justice.



Ishmael, wrongly sentenced to death in Malawi, 
returned home after 13 years on death row:

“It was a day of happiness. It was like being born 
again. Like God had revealed a new world to me. 

There was no one who wasn’t surprised in my 
village. Everyone was happy. They couldn’t 
believe it. Some people thought I had died in 
prison. My whole family cried. People came 
from neighbouring villages to welcome me. The 
children who were small when I was arrested 
are grown now. I didn’t know them. 

The village had changed. The world had 
changed. But I was back.”

“It wa
s 

a day 
of 

happin
ess.”
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We use every 

tool we have 

to shift the 

balance back 

towards 
justice. 

Your legacy. Their future.
Dear friend, 
Every day, I think about the 
people we work with.

People on death row. People 
held without trial. People 
subjected to the most brutal 
abuses of government power. 

They are disproportionately 
from marginalised 
communities, overwhelmingly 
people of colour, and too often 
failed by the very systems 
meant to protect them.

Ishmael was sentenced to 
death without a fair trial. For 13 
years on death row, he lived in 
fear of execution. Then, thanks 
to determined legal work and 
collaboration with partners 
on the ground, he walked free. 

When he reached his village, 
people came from all over to 
welcome him home. It was a 
new beginning.

That kind of transformation 
takes time. It takes patience, 
resources, and determination. 
And at Reprieve, we stay the 
distance. We use every tool we 
have – the courts of law, public 
opinion, and politics – to shift 
the balance back towards 
justice.

By leaving a gift in your 
Will to Reprieve, you’re 
helping us carry on this 
work – today, tomorrow, 
and long into the future.

Your legacy means we can 
continue standing beside 

people who have been failed 
by the system, upholding 
human rights, challenging 
unjust laws, and making sure 
the fight for justice continues 
beyond our lifetimes.

Thank you for believing in 
change that lasts.

Maya Foa,  
Lawyer and Executive Director  
at Reprieve
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We stand with people 
no one else defends
Reprieve is a legal and investigative charity that works with 
people facing the most extreme human rights abuses – from 
execution and torture to unlawful detention. We work long-
term to overturn injustice, change unjust laws, and support 
survivors. Your legacy gift will:

“I have always felt a moral 
responsibility to support an 
organisation that can champion 
people in need of advocacy. By 
leaving a gift in my Will, I hope this 
will help Reprieve continue their 
excellent work defending human 
rights and seeking justice where it’s 
needed.”

Liz, Reprieve supporter who  
is leaving a gift in their Will

Stand against abuses of power 
and hold governments  
to account

Defend people facing 
the death penalty  
and end its use

Expose and stop 
torture, unlawful 
detention, and secret 
prisons
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Make justice part  
of your life story
After you’ve taken care of your loved ones, a gift in your 
Will to Reprieve can do something extraordinary. 

It can support Reprieve’s fight for justice for the long haul. The 
legal battles that take years. The quiet wins that change lives 
forever.  

Just 2 per cent of of your estate could have a powerful impact:

could help our team visit clients who 
are unlawfully detained, strengthening 
our casework and helping to bring them 
home.

could help power our investigators 
to uncover abuses, fight torture and 
help us overturn a client’s wrongful 
conviction.

could help fund two expert Kenya 
Fellows to demand justice for 5000+ 
people on death row, and help end use 
of the death penalty for good.

£5,000

“We have clients that have gone 
back to school, back to their 
homes and families – they’re 
rebuilding their lives.”

Winnie, Reprieve Fellow

£10,000

£50,000
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Making a gift  
in your Will
Why is it important to have a 
Will?
An up-to-date Will is the only way to 
make sure your wishes are respected – 
for the people you care about, and the 
causes you believe in. It gives peace of 
mind, knowing that everything is clear, 
and that the things that matter most to 
you will be looked after.

Without a Will, your estate is divided 
according to the law, not your personal 
choices – which can leave important 
people, or values, left out.

Can I support Reprieve and still 
take care of my loved ones?
Absolutely. Most people who leave a gift 
to Reprieve do so after they’ve made 
provision for family and friends.

If you’re not sure what you’ll be able 
to give, you might consider leaving a 
residuary gift – a percentage of what’s 
left once other gifts have been made. 
Even 1% can make a lasting difference, 
and it means the people closest to you 
will be looked after first.

Every legacy, no matter the size, 
helps us continue the long fight for 
justice. 

What kind of gift can I leave in 
my Will?
There are two main types of gift you can 
leave:

•	 A share of your estate (residuary 
gift): a percentage of what remains 
after other gifts have been made.

•	 A fixed amount (pecuniary gift): a 
specific sum of money.

You don’t need to decide straight away; 
a solicitor or Will-writing professional 
can help you find the option that’s right 
for you.

For justice



Getting started  
is easy
Here is what you can do to get prepared:

1.	 Decide who you’d like to benefit 
This includes family, friends and any charities 
close to your heart. A solicitor or reputable 
online service can guide you through what to 
consider. 

2.	 Choose your Executors 
Choose your Executor, someone you trust to 
ensure the terms of your Will are carried out.

3.	 Speak to a solicitor or Will-writing 
service  
They can guide you through the process and 
make sure everything is clear. You can get in 
touch with us today to ask for signposting 
and advice. 

4.	 If you decide to include Reprieve, we’d 
love to hear from you 
There’s no obligation, but letting us know 
helps us plan ahead – and thank you in the 
right way.

When should I update my Will?
It’s a good idea to review your Will every five years – 
or after any major life changes, like getting married, 
divorced, becoming a parent or grandparent, or moving 
house.

If you already have a Will, you can make updates at any 
time.

Is it tax-efficient to leave a gift to Reprieve?
Yes. Gifts to charities like Reprieve are exempt from 
Inheritance Tax – and in some cases, leaving a gift in 
your Will can reduce the overall tax liability on your 
estate.

We recommend speaking to a solicitor or tax advisor for 
personal advice, especially if you’re considering larger 
or more complex gifts.

Can someone help me through the process?
If you’d like to talk it 
through, we’re here. 

You can get in touch with 
our Gifts in Wills team to 
have a private conversation, 
ask questions or request 
information. 

Get in touch:

Legacies@reprieve.org.uk

Tel. 

   0208 834 9271



A gift in your Will is a gift  
that opens doors to justice
Around the world, people are still facing the death penalty, torture, unlawful detention, 
and targeted killing- often with no one to defend them. 

Since 1999, Reprieve’s lawyers, campaigners, and investigators have stopped over 600 
executions. Our work has also contributed to the abolition of the death penalty around 
the world. But the fight is far from over. Your legacy could change that.

Justice takes time. But with your help, it will come.

To speak to someone confidentially, contact our Gifts in Wills team:

0208 834 9271

legacies@reprieve.org.uk

reprieve.org/uk/legacies
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